=" THE
PASTOR’S
PONDERINGS

“Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and
ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word /encten, which means “spring.”
The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting
and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time for penance by all Christians.
The First Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm
Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and death. Because
Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful
expectation of the Resurrection.”

We often think of Lent as a time to give something up. It is usually either something we
shouldn’t be doing in the first place like over-eating or cussing or smoking; or it is something we
like or enjoy like chocolate or desserts or watching TV. It is seen as a deprivation in keeping with
penitential preparation of our souls for Easter and linked to Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness. I
invite you to consider Lent as a season of preparation for receiving something. It is a time for
doing something to make us mindful of what God in Christ has already done for us in his life,
death, and resurrection.

So, whatever you choose to do this Lent, may it prepare you to celebrate the gift of God’s love
which we see validated and proclaimed by the empty tomb. May your Lenten discipline roll
away what ever stands in the way of your embracing God’s love. May it turn you toward others
in the world for whom Christ died. May it open you up so that you can receive more fully God’s
gift of grace and give to other’s more fully God’s gift of grace.

May your Lent this year be grace-full.

Shalom in Christ,

John

' The United Methodist Book of Worship, (Nashville. TN: The United Methodist Publishing House, 1992), 9320.




Birthdays and Anniversaries
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3 & & 18"  Bill & Leona (Floyd) Barber




Glve thanks with a grateful heart for...
Everyone that helped prepare meals for the yes’ small group study.
Dale Hunter shaving his gift of art by allowing us to display his beautiful paintings.

To Jim Reese, Bob Harvey, Ron Brown, Larry Campbell, Barry Turner, Mark
Clevenger and Dale DeHaven for building the wheelchatr ramp.

To everyone that downated towards the wheelchatr va p.

To Ron Browwn for helping Havolol Grile with a number of tasks that needeo done at the
parsonage.

To Pat Brown and the Bread of Life team for preparing the weenl following the funeral
service for Joe Carraway.

To Tony Collins for repatring the threshold at the Ritchen door and installing a door
SWEEP.

To Jim Reese for fatthfully clearing the swow off the sidewnlies and steps around the
chureh building.

To Deb Dolak for sharing her gift of muste with us each sunday and for {illing tn for
ulla whew she’s not here.

To Larry coampbell for lnstalling a vod on the lectern for the Paraments, touching up
the pews and doors; and for making new door stops for the sanctuary doors.

To a giving Riverside member for the donation of new floor mats for the entry and
kitchen.

To the Riverside community and Pastor John.. for all the cards, visits, and Love
recently expressed...Mary Kay Farling.

Chi omega ts thanlkful for our generosity in allowing them use of our facilities
recently.




Give thanks with a grateful heart for...

From Julle and the Carvaway Family.. Thank you so much for the sweet service...it
was all we could have hoped for. The dinuner following was an amazing part of our

doy...flrst tme mom had eaten tn 2 week.

Thawks for all the love and support.

Covenant Partners contlnues to be blessed by Riverside's flnancial support.

Thank You Riverside: We met our goal of bringing “Joy to the World” with our Helfer
Project plus wmorel With the $2,450 collected, we purchased two helfers, two Llamas,
four sheep, five gonts, chickens, ducks, and rabbits. Your generosity will help many
families an opportunity to become self-sufficlent. We look forward to another Heifer

iject next Decenber.

Lenten & Easter Services

March 28" 9:45am

April 1 7:00pm

April 2" 7:oopm

April 4" 9:45am

April 11" g:00am
&l1:15am

Palm Sunday-Cantata at Riverside
Holy Thursday at Riverside

Good Friday at Gethsemane

Easter

Cantata at Gethsemane

World Day of Prayer

Saturday, March 6™
Lutheran Church of the Cross
4401 N Wheeling Ave, Muncie
9:30 Registration
10:00 Program
“Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God”

DALE MENDENHALL
WILL BE PREACHING ON
SUNDAY, APRIL 11TH




Ministry Support

Trustees’ Corner

If you recall last Fall we added a significant amount of insulation to the attic at the parsonage. The cost for this work came to
$866. This also included installing a roof vent for the utility room and sealing up air leaks. We were told we would recoup
the expense in approximately three years. After just two months (December *09 and January ‘10) we’ve saved $201 when
compared to the same two months in ’08 and *09. We’re well on our way to recouping our investment.

Spring Spruce-up Day

You’re invited to join the Trustees on Saturday morning the 24" of April to help “Spruce-up” the church grounds. Following
the “Never-ending Winter of 2009/2010” here’s a great opportunity to get outside, get a little exercise and work along-side
your fellow Riversiders. Mark your calendars.

Cardinal Greenway Volunteer Opportunity

The annual Great Greenway Tour will be held on Saturday the 31* of July. The GGT will be expanded this year so more
volunteers will be needed and the best part is you can be involved even if you don’t ride a bicycle. Crossing Guards will be
needed to assist participants as they cross streets and highways. The new, extended, White River Greenway will be included
in the tour this year so participants will be crossing at the High St. Bridge. Sign-up sheets will be available as the time draws
closer. Gee, I hope the snow has melted by then.

Appointments
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BISHOP COYNER APPOINTS REV. DAVID BYRUM AS NEW EAST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT

I am just so pleased that Bishop Coyner has appointed David Byrum as the new East District Superintendent. I have known
Dave for years. He has been consistently a pastor with whom I have been impressed. Not only am I excited to have Dave
follow me as superintendent but I am also looking forward to him being my superintendent beginning July 1.

I know you will keep Dave and his wife Becky in your prayers as they enter this transition period. Please also pray for the
church where he has been serving for over thirteen years, First UMC in Valparaiso.
Dale
129




[ RISK TAKING MISSION AND SERVICE ]
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Operation Classroom is a not-for-profit organization partnering with selected schools and
health care facilities in Sierra Leone and Liberia that seeks to work with the United
Methodist Church to:
- Provide a first-rate educational system in United Methodist schools (supported through
scholarships).
- Develop a viable vocational program in these schools.
- Train pastors, principals, and teachers in a basic understanding of counseling.
- Upgrade medical programs and facilities at Kissy Hospital in Sierra Leone and at Ganta Hospital in Liberia
(Operation Doctor).
- Provide much-needed basic school supplies to the United Methodist village schools. (There are over 90
village schools in Liberia that are not the “selected U.S. supported schools” and these grass-roots church
schools have few, if any, school supplies, books, teaching aids, or desks.
Operation Classroom has its roots in Indiana United Methodism as a Christian outreach designed to provide
an opportunity to participate in hands-on mission experiences. Persons and churches from over 30 states
now participate in this partnership!
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http://www.gbgm-umc.org/operationclassroom/yeskitbag.pdf
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Riverside has been recognized as a
CROP WALK Honor Church
for raising more than $750 and/or having a minimum of five walkers averaging more
than $100 per Walker.

SUunICoOR

Linited Meathadist Commitras On Raliaf

One Great Hour of Sharing
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http://www.gbgm-umc.org/operationclassroom/yeskitbag.pdf

Cross & Flame Award

The United Methodist Church accepts the programs of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies as contributing to the church's goals in its ministry with children and
youth. The Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting of the General
Commission on United Methodist Men and the National Association of United
Methodist Scouters recognizes men and women who give unusual amounts of time and
energy in dedicated service with children and youth. The Cross and Flame program gives
recognition to adult leaders who have given exceptional service in the use and promotion of
programs for young people.

On Scout Sunday, February 14, 2010 we presented James A. Reese with the Cross and Flame
Award in recognition of his long and faithful support of scouting.

Jim Reese earned his God & Country and his and Eagle Scout the two highest awards for a
Scout. As a Scout he also received the Golden Eagle Award and as an adult the District Award
of Merit both from the Golden Eagle District, Crossroads of America Council, BSA. As an
adult he continues to share his passion for scouting. He was a Den and Pack leader for Cub
Scouts and a Troop leader for Boy Scouts. He served on the District Committee and was
recognized by the National Court of Honor in 1995 with the Silver Beaver, the highest award
for adults in Scouting. He continues to serve as Riverside’s local church scouting coordinator
with Troop 1 and Crew 1.

Jim continues to live out the highest ideals of the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. This letter of
gratitude is from the Executive Director of Meals on Wheels:

Dear Pastor Young, Jim Reese, and Construction Volunteers,

Thank you so much for your generous donation of time, cost and the construction of a
wheelchair ramp recently built for on of our Meals On Wheels clients, which could not have
come to us at a more critical time for her and her family. Even though the idea did not
actually originate from the program staff, we are truly humbled by Jim Reese acknowledging a
need while delivering meals, then taking the idea and making the project happen. A program
like Meals on Wheels has always been a result of work by many hands, heads, and hearts
where each of our wonderful volunteers and contributors has mad an essential gift, either with
time or contributions, to the success of our program.

(con’t)




Please know how much of a difference your project has made to our client. It gives us
great pleasure to be able to acknowledge our volunteers and celebrate the great work being
done in our community. I am very thankful to each of them individually as well as how they
perform as a team. In every sense of the word and on every level, they truly make this
program a success.

Although our client will not be able to thank you personally for your generosity, please
allow me to express a thank you for designing and building a difficult wheelchair ramp and
making it possible for her to easily access her home. Words cannot really express the difference
your gift has made to she and her family as well as to all of us here at Meals On Wheels and
we wish your and yours the very best for 2010.

Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell groups have been operating in many
of our churches.

They have been identified as: 1 - Bin Sleepin, 2 - Bin Arguin, 3 -Bin Fightin,
4 -Bin Complainin, and 5 -Bin Missin.

Their leader, Lucifer Bin Workin, trained these groups to destroy the Body of Christ.
The plan is to come into the church disguised as Christians and to work within the
church to discourage, disrupt, and destroy..

However, there have been reports of a sixth group. A tiny cell known by the name
Bin Prayin is actually the only effective counter terrorism force in the church.
Unlike other terrorist cells, the Bin Prayin team does not blend in with whoever
and whatever comes along.

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and encourage the Body of Christ.

We have noticed that the Bin Prayin cell group has different characteristics than

the others.

These Groups are known as Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin, and Bin Longin for
their Master, Jesus Christ to return.

NO CHURCH IS EXEMPT!

(However, you can spot them if you bin lookin and bin goin.)




March and April Hosts and Minglers

DATE OUTSIDE DOOR INSIDE DOOR LOBBY MINGLER SANCTUARY MINGLER
03/07/10 |Herb & Karen Blank Jo Clevenger Bill Campbell Nellie Campbell
03/14/10 |Dale & Debbie DeHaven Margaret Ann Pat Ashcraft Hester Mitchell

Deboy
03/21/10 |Bob & Earlene Harvey Odessa DeHaven | Sandy Hunter Kay Farling
03/28/10 |Larry & Nancy Campbell Henry Dorton Betty Lacey Cindy Miller
04/04/10 |H. Shelby & C. Gronendyke | Wilma Grile Susan Reno Sandy Jordan
04/11/10 |Bob & Fred Wallace Sandy Hunter Betty Lacey Hester Mitchell
04/18/10 |R. Brown & L. Campbell Virginia Sharp Wilma Grile Kay Farling
04/25/10 |Mark & Amy Clevenger Sara Mitchell Betty Lacey Sandy Jordan
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Wwelcome! N

COVENANT PARTNERS COMMUNITY DAY

Community Day will continue on the fourth Thursday of the month. Please bring your bags of supplies by
Tuesday, March 23rd for the next event on March 25th. Also, please see Susan Reno or Mary Schumacher if
you would be willing to share part of your day on those Thursdays from 10-2 with the people at Covenant

Partners. You will be blessed.

DELAWARE COUNTY UNITED METHODIST MENS LENTEN BREAKFASTS
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mailto:pjandterry@comcast.net
mailto:billfosnaugh@att.net

KIDS
HOPE
USA

The Kids Hope Mentors and Prayer Partners gathered recently in Fellowship Hall for lunch and a time of sharing
their stories and experiences with one another. Following an excellent carry-in lunch many of the Mentors shared
some very interesting stories. Larry Campbell told how he helped his student with a project that was entered in a
local Science Fair. Their project earned an Honorable Mention. Congratulations Larry. Darwin Keyton told how he
neglected to mention to his student that there would be a substitute for him and how it really disappointed him
because he really looks forward to Darwin being there each week. Earlene Harvey shared how she, from time to
time, has to be somewhat stern with her student and reminds her that she’s there to help her, not to be a
babysitter. There was a general discussion re the activities the Mentors and students get involved in during the
hour. Karen Blank mentioned that she has seen Garfield material that is designed to help students with their
school work. She volunteered to make this material available to all the Riverside Mentors. The Riverside/Mitchell
Kids Hope program is still growing. More Mentors & Prayer Partners will be needed next year. Won't you help?

Below is a story from the Kids Hope website:

From a Mentor
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	Secondary School YES (Youth Essential Supplies) Kit
	New Elementary YES (Youth Essential Supplies) Kit

